
SAWMA Symposium 2015 
 

Invited Speakers 

Dr Andrew Jenkins (Owner and consultant of AVISENSE Consulting) 

Keynote address – Monday, 7 September: Keeping renewable energy green: sustainable standards 

for the impacts of proposed wind and solar energy development on South African birds. 

After spending his under-graduate years at the University of 

Natal, Andrew Jenkins moved to Cape Town and did his PhD at 

the Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology, University 

of Cape Town, on the factors limiting the Peregrine Falcon 

population in South Africa. Since then, he has retained a 

connection with “The Fitz,” first as a postdoctoral researcher, 

then as contracted research biologist, and more recently as a 

research associate. He has been involved in bird impact 

assessment work in South Africa and Lesotho since the early 

1990s. After a brief sojourn as the research coordinator of what 

was then the Wildlife and Energy Interaction Group of the 

Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT), he went solo and full-time as 

an ornithological consultant, and founded AVISENSE Consulting 

in 2009.  

Andrew is a founding member of the Birds & Renewable Energy Specialist Group (convened by 

BirdLife South Africa and the EWT), and is the primary author of the best practice guidelines for avian 

monitoring, impact assessment and mitigation at wind and solar energy development sites in 

southern Africa. He lives in Cape Town with his wife Zelda and their son Ruben. 

Prof Louwrens (Louw) Hoffman (South African Research Chair Initiative (SARChI) Chair: 

Meat Science in genomics to nutriomics, University of Stellenbosch) 

Keynote address – Tuesday, 8 September:  Changing research paradigms to face realities in wildlife 

conservation, management and the wildlife industry. 

Louw Hoffman describes himself as a frustrated cattle farmer 

who is caught up behind a desk! He was born in Zimbabwe but 

received all his tertiary qualifications in South Africa. In 1984 

he received a four year BSc degree in Animal Science at 

Stellenbosch University and in 1985 a BSC Hons Cum laude and 

in 1987 a Masters Degree in Meat Science (Cum laude) at the 

same University. In 1995 he received a PhD on “Factors 

influencing the meat quality of catfish”. During this period of 

working as a researcher in Aquaculture he published 38 peer 

reviewed scientific papers.  

In 1997 he returned to Stellenbosch University as the resident 

Meat Scientist. Since then he has been researching various 

factors influencing the meat quality of animals “from stable to 

table”.  He has published over 225 peer reviewed meat related papers and has attended and 

presented papers at numerous International and National Conferences. His major research focus is 

on the more exotic meat types produced from low input agricultural systems such as ostriches and 
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wild ungulates found in Africa. Of the 85 MSc and 12 PhD students who have completed their studies 

under his supervision, a large percentage researched various aspects of game meat.  

In 2004 his Institution recognised his contribution to research by awarding him with the Stellenbosch 

University’s Prestige Research Award. Similarly, in April 2006 the South African Society for Animal 

Scientists recognised his contribution to furthering the animal science discipline by awarding him 

their Silver Medallion. In 2010 his research contribution in the discipline of exotic meats was 

recognised by the University of Western Australia (Perth) when they invited him to present a public 

lecture on this topic during the prestigious Hector and Andrew Stewart Memorial Lecture. In 2012 he 

was awarded a prestigious visiting professorship under the Cariparo program of Padova University. 

He spent three months at this institution teaching the PhD students about game, ostrich and 

crocodile production systems as well as the factors that influences their meat quality.  

In 2013 his research on game meat and its contribution to international knowledge was recognised 

internationally when the American Meat Science Association awarded him the AMSA International 

Lectureship Award. This award was established in 1992 to honour an individual for “internationally 

recognised contributions to the field of meat science and technology, and active leadership and 

promotion of international activities that foster cooperation and open communication, and the 

dissemination of knowledge for the benefit of society through meat science and technology.” His 

expertise in game meat was emphasised further when he was invited in 2013 to write two chapters 

on this topic for the Encyclopaedia of Meat Sciences. As from 2013 he is the incumbent of the highly 

competitive SARChI  Chair in Meat Science: genomics to nutriomics. This Chair allows him to focus 

primarily on research and presently he is providing guidance to 24 MSc and 20 PhD students.   

Mr Wiaan van der Linde (Wintershoek Game, Wildlife Ranching South Africa (WRSA) 

Director and Professional Hunters’ Association of South Africa (PHASA) Exco member) 

Keynote Address - Wednesday, 9 September: Diversification and Contribution of the Wildlife 

Industry. 

Wiaan van der Linde was born in the Eastern Freestate. He 

studied at the former Potchefstroom University for Christian 

Higher Education (now North-West University) and after 

finalising his studies, started farming in 1995. In 1998 he 

went to the Northern Cape near Kimberley to build up his 

farming activities, expanding his business with game farming 

in 1999. 

Wiaan is currently boots and all involved in Wintershoek 

Game, Wintershoek Safaris, African San Taxidermy Studio 

and Tannery, Oryx venison and the Extreme auction.  

Together with his partner, Hennie Gouws, these businesses 

are managed on approximately 46 000 ha and jobs were 

created for more or less 120 staff members. His biggest 

challenge is to develop maximally the full potential of the 

game industry and to be part of the total value chain. He also wishes to contribute in making the 

authorities in South Africa aware of the value and contribution of the game industry with regards to 

training, job creation and food security. 
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Dr Michael (Gus) Mills (Previously from SANParks) 

Dinner presentation – Wednesday, 9 September:  Kalahari kaleidoscopes: a naturalist’s 

experiences from living for 18 years in this arid wonderland. 

Gus Mills spent 40 years conducting research on African large carnivores with SANParks in the 

Kgalagadi Transfrontier and Kruger National Parks. His initial work was on brown hyaenas and 

spotted hyaenas in the southern Kalahari, culminating in the publication of his book in 1990 “Kalahari 

hyaenas: the comparative behavioural ecology of two species.” He studied lion and cheetah feeding 

ecology, ecological relationships between the large carnivores, and wild dog population ecology in 

Kruger National Park, before returning to the Kalahari in 2006 to undertake a six-year study on the 

cheetah, under the auspices of the Lewis Foundation, the results of which will soon be published in a 

book.  

He has supervised a number of PhD and MSc theses on aspects of lion, cheetah, wild dog, brown 

hyaena, honey badger and African wild cat behaviour and ecology in different areas of southern 

Africa. He was the founder of the EWT’s Carnivore Conservation Group. He has written five books 

and authored or co-authored over 150 scientific papers, as well as delivered over 80 talks at 

conferences and symposia worldwide. He is a senior member of several International Union for 

Conservation of Nature Carnivore Specialist Groups, including former Chair of the Hyaena Specialist 

Group, and member of the steering committees of the Cat Specialist Group and the Canid Specialist 

Group.  

He has served as a member on several boards of conservation organisations and scientific journals, 

including African Journal of Wildlife Research, and consulted widely on carnivore conservation issues 

in Africa and Asia. He and his wife Margie have now retired and are living outside Nelspruit. They 

intend to travel to as many natural areas as possible and to only work on what he wants to!  

 


