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Welcome to another issue of SAWMA Matters!  Much has happened over the past few 

months - we had a very successful symposium in Kimberley and a special online journal 

issue dedicated to Carnivores has been published during the same time, with the third 

issue of African Journal of Wildlife Research already on its way to the printers. - Editor 

President’s report delivered at the AGM, 8 Sept. 2015 
Firstly, a huge and resounding thank you to Elma Marais for the important 
role she plays in the Association. She is the backbone of SAWMA and I, as 
I am sure has been the case with Presidents before me, lean really heavily 
on her to keep things on track and keep the momentum going. Thank you 
also to the Council and Office Bearers for the active role they playing in 
shaping the direction of the association. This year’s council meeting 
included several robustly debated topics, strengthened by the contributions 
of the council. 
 
Thank you to Dan Parker, our scientific editor, for the energy and 
enthusiasm you have put into driving the ongoing development of our 
flagship publication, the African Journal of Wildlife Research. Dan has 
introduced a number of new processes that will make this publication more 
streamlined – he will be updating everyone on these in his Journal Editors 
Report.  
 

Thank you also to Michael Somers and Matt Hayward for their editorship of the Special Carnivore 
Issue which is now available online. This is a first for SAWMA and paves the way for future issues on 
special topics. In the past year, Dan has also driven the adoption of an online submission system 
which is working well and has been worth the financial layout. 
 
Thank you to the Local Organising Committee of the 2015 Symposium for the interesting scientific 
programme and the efforts everyone has put in towards making the event run smoothly. The diversity 
and quality of talks this year has so far been really excellent. 
 
The SAWMA symposium provides an opportunity for scientists, managers and policy-makers to 
engage on issues pertinent to wildlife management and conservation. The wildlife sector has a critical 
role to play in the development of South Africa’s green economy, and our association and its 
members can make a major contribution to understanding and driving how this pans out.  Despite the 
diversity of subjects covered by speakers at the symposium, there are clearly still some critical 
information gaps that need to be filled. While SAWMA will always be an important outlet for primary 
biological research, and we need these sorts of studies to understand the underlying shape of the 
systems we work in, I would like to see a deliberate shift towards a more systematic conservation 
evidence approach. I think we need to put even firmer emphasis on research that tests the 
effectiveness of management interventions and policy. And then we need to find ways to get the 
results of this research into the hands of decision-makers – whether they be ranch owners, reserve 
managers or provincial or national government. This is necessary to develop effective policy to ensure 
that wildlife-based land uses can make a positive contribution to the economy, social well-being, and 
the conservation of our wildlife resources. 
 
SAWMA currently has almost 500 members, including the 90+ free student members. Elma has done 
an amazing job at communicating to our members and to a wider audience, and we now have almost 
1000 people on the email distribution list. Our finances are healthy and SAWMA finds itself in the 
enviable position of having funds to support projects that the council initiates. We were really fortunate 
to secure generous sponsorships for this year’s symposium, which has enabled the LOC to keep the 
costs down and keep the symposium affordable. Pieter Nel will provide more details in his Treasurer’s 
Report but I would like to make a special thanks to Christine Kraft and the local organising committee 
(Julius Koen, Marnus Smit, Beryl Wilson, Charlene Bissett, Joh Henschel) for their efforts. 
 

Harriet Davies-Mostert                    More on page 2 - 4 
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The theme of this year’s symposium was Responsible Wildlife Management: A Key to Biodiversity Conservation.  A large 

number of the talks fell under the themes of understanding and managing threats to wildlife and biodiversity, and emerging 

information to aid wildlife management decisions. 

 

This year, we had 150 registered delegates, roughly equally divided into SAWMA members, non-members and students. It is 

especially satisfying to report that such a great number of students were attending the conference this year, illustrating the 

important role that the association continues to play as a training ground for young conservation scientists.  

  

Academic institutions were particularly well represented at this year’s meeting including: University of the Free State, University 

of Cape Town, Cape Peninsula University of Technology, University of Stellenbosch, University of Pretoria’s Centre for Wildlife 

Management, University of South Africa, University of Johannesburg, Rhodes University, University of KwaZulu-Natal, Tshwane 

University of Technology, University of Botswana, Polytechnic of Namibia, North West University, University of British Columbia 

and Chinhoyi University of Technology in Zimbabwe. 

 

Quoting our president from her welcome speech on the morning: “We are all aware that pressures on our biodiversity from 

renewable energy developments, wildlife crime including poaching, legislative developments and the impacts of increasing 

economic uncertainty, to name a few, mean that the need for responsible management is of key importance to ensure the 

protection of our wildlife resources. A critical balance needs to be struck between conservation needs and developmental 

imperatives, and it has therefore never before been so crucial for us to work together to tackle the knowledge gaps and identify 

and implement priority actions to ensure that the use of our natural resources remains sustainable in the long term. In the wake 

of a growing recognition that national and international species and habitat conservation targets are unlikely to ever be achieved 

through the current system of statutory conservation areas, conservation agencies are increasingly turning to the supplementary 

opportunities that ranchland presents, including the creation of a mosaic of suitable habitat to facilitate natural animal movement. 

Knowing the biodiversity value of ranchland is therefore vital.” 

 

This year again a special session sponsored by the South African Hunters and Game Conservation Association entitled 

Responsible Wildlife Management: Bridging the divide, was hosted.  

 

We trust that the symposium managed to contribute towards filling the data gaps and helped to provide a platform to bridge the 

gap between science and practice. The SAWMA Council welcomes the opportunity to provide industry bodies with a chance to 

engage with our members, and looks forward to strengthening these ties across the broader industry in future. A PDF of the 

programme book containing abstracts of the presentations, more information of the four guest speakers is available on the 

symposium website at the following link: http://www.sawma.co.za/sym2015.html.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 On Monday, Dr Andrew 
Jenkins addressed us on 
the development of 
sustainability standards for 
renewable energy 
development in SA, with a 
particular emphasis on 
reducing impacts on birds. 

On Tuesday, Prof Louw 
Hoffman’s thought provoking 
address was on changing 
research paradigms to face the 
realities in wildlife management 
and conservation. 

On Wednesday, Mr Wiaan van 
der Linde, Director and Vice-
President of WRSA and a 
major role-player in the wildlife 
ranching industry in South 
Africa provided insights on 
how diversification can 
contribute to the development 
of the wildlife ranching 

industry. 
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As usual student presentations were evaluated in two categories: Work presented on Honours and Masters studies and work 
presented on PhD studies. Congratulations once again to the excellent work done by the students! The following prize winners 
were awarded during the gala dinner: 

Kristine Teichman (University of British Columbia, Canada & Cape Leopard Trust) scored the highest marks with her poster 

topic, Caracal diet and home range on farmlands in the Succulent Karoo with Kevin Emslie of Secunda Synfuels Operations in 
second place. His poster topic was: The diversity of carnivores around Sasol’s Secunda plant. 

 

Maya Beukes scored the highest marks for her presentations Spatial and temporal variation of lion diet within the Kalahari 

Gemsbok National Park. She was followed closely by Otto Beukes for his presentation on Demographic characteristics of lion in 
the Kalahari Gemsbok National Park. Both students are Masters students of the Cape University of Technology. 
 

David Marneweck (Endangered Wildlife Trust) received the first prize for his PhD presentation on The effect of wild dogs and 

rainfall on herbivores in Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park, South Africa, while Riël Coetzer (UKZN) was the runner up for his presentation 
on Phylogeography of the South African endemic Cape Parrot. 

 

SAHGCA’s representative, Lizanne Nel, awarded a special cash prize to the most innovative and stimulating presentation. The 
winner of this category was Matt Child of Endangered Wildlife Trust with: Wild and free: what are we conserving and how do we 
measure it? 
 

 

Matt Hayward kindly donated his journal stipend as a once off lucky draw for a student. The cash prize was won by Nittya 
Simard (Centre for Wildlife Management, UP) to partially sponsor her attendance of another conference of choice.

 

Left: David Marneweck – proud winner 
of the award for best presentation in 
the PhD category. 

Above: Kristine Teichman – 
winner of the poster category 

Above: Maya Beukes – busy with her winning 
presentation in the MSc category. 

Matt Child from EWT was the receiver of the SAHGCA prize. 
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Above: Gratitude for a very special gift from the Northern Cape 
Hosts! 
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Below: The dinner presentation, Kalahari Kaleidoscopes, by Gus Mills was 
truly amazing and emphasized the importance of observational research. 

Above: The Vulture Trail Run on 
Saturday, 5 September was 
surprisingly well supported by some 
of the organising committee 
members! From left to right: Christine 
Kraft with Kayleigh, Beryl Wilson, 
Elma Marais (generally known by 
delegates as tannie SAWMA) and 

Billy Kraft. 

Above: The post conference field trip to Mokala National Park was very well 
supported. Thanks to SANParks for their hospitality and interesting talks! 

Right: Books for sale 
and displayed by 

Bryan Peirce were 
well supported. 

Left: Our regular 
supporters Jaco and JJ 
from Global Supplies 
once again displayed 
their products and 
sponsored the printing 
of the programme. 

Above: Centre of Wildlife Management 
students at the gala dinner – always 
present in great numbers at SAWMA! 

 First pram in!! 

Above: Unfortunately the Gala Dinner did not provide 
enough entertainment to some…I received this photo at 
about 4am on Thursday morning with the heading: 
Tannie SAWMA’s Children! Note that this image is 
slightly blurred to protect the identity of the senders… 
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SAWMA members 
 

Welcome to the following new members who joined SAWMA since July: 

Jacqueline Codron: Currently a post-doctoral fellow, hosted by the Karoo Palaeontology 

Department of The National Museum, Bloemfontein. 
 

Janet M. Taylor: Scientist in the Natural Resources Section of the KZN Department of 

Agriculture and Rural Development 
 

Johan Kruger: Scientist at Department of Economic Development, Environment and 

Tourism, Polokwane 
 

Gerrie Camacho: Carnivore Scientist at Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency 

 
Justin Gird: Living Lands, PRESENCE Learning Village, Patensie 

 
Tinotenda Mangadze: Teaching Assistant at Department of Wildlife, Ecology and 

Conservation, Chinhoyi University of Technology, Zimbabwe 
 

Henry Pampier: Research and Development support unit in DENC -Kimberley 

 
A number of students from various universities recently joined the free student member 
group: Mendes Vinte & Fernandu Khaebeb (Polytechnic of Namibia), Tuane Peterson 

(UNISA), Mangi Allan (The University of Zambia), Buyiswa Mahala, Stephanie Ann Martin & 
Amarein Gerber (NMMU), Banatunde Ojelade (University of Venda). 

 
 

 

 

 

SAWMA Membership fees 2016  
 
As agreed at the Annual General Meeting Membership fees for 2016 will be as follows: 
 
Local individual members:  R390-00/year 
Fulltime Student members (Local): R200-00/year (see announcement below) 
Fulltime Student members (Foreign): R390-00/year (see announcement below) 
Pensioners:    R200-00/year 
Foreign individual members:  USD 110-00/year 
Local Institutional Subscribers:  R680-00/year 
Foreign Institutional Subscribers: USD 205-00/year 
 
Our bank details: Standard Bank, Tyger Manor Branch 050410, Cheque account number: 
270805575. Please use your surname as reference and email proof of payment to 
elma@mweb.co.za. Feel free to contact Elma Marais (elma@mweb.co.za) for any 
membership enquiries. Outstanding fees for 2015 will be collected in the next two months, 
before the end of our financial year end at the end of December 2015. Thanks for your 
support! 

  

Tributes to Roger 
Jeffery and Hennie 
Erasmus: 
 
It is with sadness that 
we have learned of 
two people who have 
recently passed away:  
 
Mr. Roger Jeffery died 
at the end of June this 
year. He was a long-
time member of 
SAWMA with a huge 
interest in 
conservation and his 
life was an example of 
someone who cared 
for and appreciated 
the environment. 
 
Secondly, Hennie 
Erasmus, well known 
amongst 
conservationists and 
hunters in the 
Northern Cape passed 
away on 1 August at 
the age of 61. (Christo 
Fabricius wrote a very 
touching obituary for 
Hennie, which was 
circulated to the 
mailing list. Please 
contact the SAWMA 
secretariat if you 
missed it and would 
like a copy of it.) 
 
Our heartfelt 
condolences to both 
their families. 
 
 

Interested in 

becoming a formal 

part of the SAWMA 

Community?  

Feel free to 

contact Elma 

Marais  

elma@mweb.co.za  

 

Or visit our 

website at 

http://www.sawma.

co.za 

 

 

 

 
Our council members are not only working hard 
during the conferences and SAWMA meetings: – 
Apart from their demanding careers in research and 
conservation some have been working tirelessly 
towards a PhD qualification this year. Kelly has 
recently successfully defended her PhD thesis and 
should soon be called Dr Kelly Marnewick. 
Congratulations, Kelly! 

 
 

 

mailto:elma@mweb.co.za
mailto:elma@mweb.co.za
http://www.sawma.co.za/
http://www.sawma.co.za/
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Please ensure that 

you are following the 
guidelines when you 

submit articles for 
publication. 

 
It should especially be 
noted that the journal 
follows the American 

Psychological 
Association (APA) 
referencing style 
which should be 

compatible with most 
reference 

management 
software/freeware. 

 
Authors should also 

take note of the 
following: 

 
The journal has a 24 
month open access 
delay on published 
articles. Therefore 
accepted published 
articles may only be 

shared on other 
platforms 24 months 

after publication. 
 

Where possible, 
submission of 

metadata (at least in 
part) to a central 

depository ystem is 
encouraged and the 
necessary reference 

included with 
submission. 

 
In future early online 

access is available for 
accepted manuscripts 

at an additional 
surcharge. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
The second issue of African Journal of Wildlife Research is now available online. Unlike 
the previous issues, this special issue, dedicated to Carnivores is not available in printed 
format. However, SAWMA members can either access it from the SAWMA website under 
Latest Issues (AJWR) at http://reference.sabinet.co.za/sa_epublication/wild2 or a PDF 
version can be downloaded from Drop box (get the link from Elma: elma@mweb.co.za). 
 

Living near the edge: a review of the ecological relationships between large carnivores in the 
arid Kalahari: review article 
127-137 | Mills, Michael G.L.  
 
Quality and quantity of the scientific information available on black-backed jackals and 
caracals: contributing to human-predator conflict management?  
138-157 | Du Plessis, J. Jurie / Avenant, Nico L. / De Waal, H.O.  
 
Rosettes, Remingtons and reputation: establishing potential determinants of leopard (Panthera 
pardus) trophy prices across Africa  
158-168 | Braczkowski, Alexander R. / Balme, Guy A. / Dickman, Amy / Macdonald, David W. / 
Johnson, Paul J. / Lindsey, Peter A. / Hunter, Luke T.B.  
 
GrowLS : lion (Panthera leo) population growth simulation for small reserve management 
planning  
169-177 | Miller, Susan M. / Tambling, Craig J. / Funston, Paul J.  
 
Evaluation of a conflict-related brown hyaena translocation in central Namibia  
178-186 | Weise, Florian J. / Wiesel, Ingrid / Lemeris Jr., Joseph / Van Vuuren, Rudie J.  
 
The influence of prey, pastoralism and poaching on the hierarchical use of habitat by an apex 
predator  
187-196 | Everatt, Kristoffer T. / Andresen, Leah / Somers, Michael J.  
 
Management-induced niche shift? The activity of cheetahs in the presence of lions  
197-203 | Bissett, Charlene / Parker, Dan M. / Bernard, Ric T.F. / Perry, Travis W.  
 
Vegetation type influences livestock predation by leopards : implications for conservation in 
agro-ecosystems  
204-214 | Minnie, Liaan / Boshoff, Andre F. / Kerley, Graham I.H.  
 
Behavioural cues can be used to predict the outcome of artificial pack formation in African wild 
dogs (Lycaon pictus)  
215-222 | Potgieter, Katherine R. / O'Riain, M. Justin / Davies-Mostert, Harriet T.  
 
Home ranges of cheetahs (Acinonyx jubatus) outside protected areas in South Africa  
223-232 | Marnewick, Kelly / Somers, Michael J.  
 
Home range and habitat selection of a reintroduced African wild dog (Lycaon pictus) pack in a 
small South African game reserve  
233-246 | Jenkins, Eva / Silva-Opps, Marina / Opps, Sheldon B. / Perrin, Michael R.  
 
Avoiding intraguild competition : leopard feeding ecology and prey caching in northern 
Botswana  
247-257 | Stein, Andrew B. / Bourquin, Sven L. / McNutt, J. Weldon  
 
The demography and dynamics of an expanding, managed African wild dog metapopulation  
258-273 | Davies-Mostert, Harriet T. / Mills, Michael G.L. / Macdonald, David W.  
 

http://reference.sabinet.co.za/sa_epublication/wild2
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175544
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175544
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175543
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175543
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175542
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175542
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175541
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175541
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175540
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175539
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175539
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175539
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175538
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175537
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175537
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175536
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175536
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175535
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175534
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175534
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175533
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175533
mailto:http://reference.sabinet.co.za/document/EJC175532
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The SAWMA council has identified some initiatives which have been endorsed at the AGM and will be 
implemented in 2016: 

To recognise individual members of the association within southern Africa who have made a significant 
contribution to wildlife management within the region SAWMA has established our own special award which will 
be presented for the first time in 2016. Contributions to wildlife management in southern Africa include 
contributions through: advocacy, teaching, research, applied wildlife management, or a combination of these 
fields.   
 
The prestigious SAWMA WILDLIFE EXCELLENCE AWARD will be based on the quality of nominations received 
from members and will be presented during the gala dinner of the SAWMA symposium. 
 
The SAWMA council will review all nominations received by the specified closing date (end of May each year) for 
the award nominations, and will vote to determine the recipients of the award for the given year.   
 
Guidelines and a nomination form will soon be available on the SAWMA website, but members are invited and 
encouraged to start identifying individuals who should qualify for this award.  

 
To acknowledge student achievements it was agreed that student members of SAWMA will in future be eligible 
for annual special student awards. The process, value of the award and selection criteria still needs to be 
established but the general idea is that an application form will be posted to the SAWMA website for students to 
complete by June each year (with signed approval by their supervisors). The applications will be assessed by the 
SAWMA council according to a list of criteria and the winners will be announced at the SAWMA symposium.  
 
The award(s) will be structured to ensure that the student’s research is brought to the attention of the broader 
AWMS membership, and that the student is encouraged to maintain ongoing active involvement with the 
association. 

 

Next year SAWMA will run a T-
Shirt (Design) Competition 
for the association within our 
student component. More 
information / guidelines will be 
available in due course, but the 
idea is that the T-shirt should 
emphasise SAWMA’s main 
objectives.  
 
This idea was inspired by a 
competition that was run 
amongst the SAEON-GSN 
(graduate student network) 
members during 2015.  
 
We hope the example will 
serve as some inspiration to 
our student members! 

An example of the winning T-shirt design courtesy of SAEON-GSN. 
(https://sites.google.com/a/saeon.ac.za/saeon-gsn/home) 
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Conservation Science approved as a 

field of practice with South African 

Council for Natural Scientific 

Professions (SACNASP) 
 

The South African Council for Natural Scientific Professions (SACNASP) is legislated under the 
Natural Professions Act 27 of 2003 with recognising and registering natural scientific practitioners in 
South Africa. This legislation obligates a person who practices natural science in one of the fields of 
practice to be registered with SACNASP. 
 
The Southern African Wildlife Management Association (SAWMA) requested SACNASP to create a 
field of practice for qualified persons that contribute to the understanding, regulation and 
management of South Africa’s biodiversity resource. This includes disciplines of botany, zoology, 
entomology, ecology, marine and aquatic science, statistics, biology, hydrology, soil science, 
zootechnology, veterinary technology, veterinary medicine, animal science, Education and law 
enforcement. Many of these are already covered by SACNASP’s broad list of fields of practice but it 
was considered important for conservation which plays a huge role in South Africa that the 
conservation scientists had their own field of practice. 
 
On July 3rd 2015 the minister of Science and Technology amended schedule 1 of the act to include 
Conservation Science as an official field of practice.  This means that qualified scientists can now be 
registered as Conservation Scientists. 
 
Why is professionalisation important? 

Conservation Scientists provide a service to the public, the community and the environment – they 
have a right to be protected. But also the profession has a right to be protected.  As part of a 
legislated body all parties are protected. 
 
What are SACNASP’s functions?  

SACNASP is enabled by legislation to engage in the following activities: 
• Register Natural Scientists 
• Represent the practitioners of natural science and to campaign on their behalf 
• To ensure maintenance of acceptable standards of education and training in natural 

scientists 
• To advise the Minister on matters relating to the natural science professions 
• To undertake research into matters relating to natural science 
• To negotiate international recognition of the qualifications and professional status of 

registered persons 
• To establish an education fund 
• To ensure safe and responsible practice by registered scientists 
 
SACNASP represents Professional Natural Scientists, the community, industry, a wide range of 
intellectual capital and investment in South Africa’s future.  SACNASP’s philosophy is to support the 
government in the goal of alleviating poverty, inequality and unemployment. 
 
Detailed information regarding the application process and the documents required can be found on 
the back of the application form, which is available on the SACNASP website 
(www.sacnasp.org.za). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call for Symposium and Workshop Proposals. Deadline 31st 
January 2016. Submit by e-mail to IMC12@promaco.com.au 
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Bothalia - African 

Biodiversity & 

Conservation 
 
 

The Journal, Bothalia 

has recently changed its 

name. The new subtitle, 

African Biodiversity & 

Conservation, reflects 

the expanded mandate of 

the South African 

National Biodiversity 

Institute (SANBI) in the 

biodiversity sciences and 

will include content on 

African biodiversity 

under the Bothalia - 

African Biodiversity & 

Conservation umbrella.  

 

The journal will reflect 

issues relating to 

biodiversity on the 

African content. 

 

The journal is especially 

interested in articles  

using language and 

terminology that is 

accessible to a wide 

audience. 

 

 

The Editor-in-Chief is 

Michelle Hamer, 

Director: Zoological 

Systematics, South 

African National 

Biodiversity Institute, 

South Africa. 

 

 

Visit the homepage for 

more information: 

 

http://www.abcjournal.o

rg/index.php/ABC/index 

 

http://www.sacnasp.org.za/
mailto:IMC12@promaco.com.au
http://www.abcjournal.org/index.php/ABC/index
http://www.abcjournal.org/index.php/ABC/index
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Interesting reading: 
 

Evidence that vulture restaurants increase the local abundance of mammalian 
carnivores in South Africa  
Yarnell, R. W., Phipps, W. L., Dell, S., MacTavish, L. M. and Scott, D. M. (2015) 
 
Vulture restaurants are used worldwide as a conservation tool to provide threatened vultures with a source of 
supplementary carrion free from anthropogenic contaminants such as poisons and veterinary drugs. This study 
presents evidence that providing supplementary carrion for vultures stimulated an increase in local abundance of 
two species of mammalian carnivores, the brown hyaena and the black-backed jackal. 
 
(Article published in African Journal of Ecology)  
Read  more at: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/aje.12178/abstract 
 

Ambiguity in guideline definitions introduces assessor bias and influences consistency 
in IUCN Red List status assessments  
Matt W. Hayward, Matthew F. Child, Graham I. H. Kerley, Peter A. Lindsey, Michael J. Somers and Bruce Burns  
 
“The IUCN Red List is the most widely used tool to measure extinction risk and report biodiversity trends. Accurate 
and standardized conservation status assessments for the IUCN Red List are limited by a lack of adequate 
information; and need consistent and unbiased interpretation of that information. Variable interpretation stems 
from a lack of quantified thresholds in certain areas of the Red List guidelines. Thus, even in situations with 
sufficient information to make a Red List assessment, inconsistency can occur when experts, especially from 
different regions, interpret the guidelines differently, thereby undermining the goals and credibility of the process. 
Assessors make assumptions depending on their level of Red List experience (subconscious bias) and their 
personal values or agendas (conscious bias).”  
 
(Article published in Frontiers in Ecological and Evolution.) 
Read more at: http://journal.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/fevo.2015.00087/abstract 
 

Biodiversity inventories in high gear: DNA barcoding facilitates a rapid biotic survey of a 
temperate nature reserve. 
Paul Hebert et al. 
 
With unprecedented biodiversity loss occurring, we must determine how many species we share the planet with. 
This can start in our backyards, but speed is critical. This study shows how biodiversity inventories can be 
accelerated with DNA bar-coding and rapid publishing techniques, making it possible to survey a nature reserve in 
just four months. The final inventory of 3,500 species was written, released and published in the Biodiversity Data 
Journal in less than one week. 
 
(Article published in Biodiversity Data Journal.) 
Read the article at http://bdj.pensoft.net/articles.php?id=6313 
 

The effect of alternative forms of hunting on the social organization of two small 
populations of lions Panthera leo in southern Africa 
 
Andrei Snyman, Craig R. Jackson and Paul J. Funston 
 
African lion Panthera leo populations have declined as a result of various anthropogenic factors, and most extant 
populations are small, which further compromises their persistence. Lions in unfenced areas are more exposed to 
illegal hunting, snaring and poisoning, and populations in fenced reserves are subject to population control by 
removal of selected individuals from particular age and sex classes. 
 
(Article published in Oryx) 
Read more at http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0030605313001336 
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Page 10  SAWMA Matters 

 
Please note that any view or opinion expressed in this newsletter may not necessarily be 
that of SAWMA or the SAWMA management. 
  
If you would like to share your news with other SAWMA members, please forward it to the 
following email address: elma@mweb.co.za. 
 

Don’t forget that SAWMA is a “LEARNED SOCIETY” …. 
Please share copies/links to your recent published articles 
with the SAWMA community. 
 
Warm regards until next time! 
 
Elma Marais 
Newsletter Editor 
 
PS: Thanks to Clyde Malander from DENC for supplying 
most of the conference photographs. 
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Rhino investigative article nominated for journalism award: 
 
Mic Smith’s Mongabay article titled Amid rhinoceros poaching frenzy, dark days for 
South African society has been nominated for Australia’s Clarion Awards recognizing 
excellence in journalism in the state of Queensland.   
 
The in-depth and investigative piece goes to new depths of the rhino horn trade in 
South Africa and includes interviews with key figures with first-hand knowledge of the 
poaching crisis.  Smith’s piece is up for the All Media – Freelance Journalism prize. 
 
Read the original article at: http://news.mongabay.com/2015/06/amid-rhinoceros-
poaching-frenzy-dark-days-for-south-african-society/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Are Protect is planning field testing of high-tech devices to stop 

rhino poaching in Africa. 

 
The British conservation group recently completed proof-of-concept trials in South Africa 
of high-tech devices such as spy cameras, heart rate monitors and GPS trackers on 
black rhinos. It is now aiming to move to field testing of its Real-time Anti-Poaching 
Intelligence Devices (Rapid). 
 
The Rapid unit is fitted inside the horn of a wild rhino. This operation is painless 
because rhino horn is made of keratin, just like human nails or hair. The data from the 
device are then relayed live to a control centre, which could be many miles away. If the 
animal's heart rate suddenly becomes heightened or declines, it triggers immediate 
analysis of the in-horn camera footage while an armed anti-poaching team scrambles 
on a rapid response mission to intercept the poachers at the location provided. 
 
Read more at: http://allafrica.com/stories/201510010021.html 
 

New CEO for WRSA 
Wildlife Ranching South 
Africa (WRSA) recently 
announced the 
appointment of Adri 
Kitshoff as its new CEO 
with effect from 1 
October 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blood lions will premiere 
on South African 
television on Sunday 
11th October @ 22.00 on 
Channel 121 Discovery. 
Please note: this will be 
a shorter TV version. 
 
 
Also listen to: Inside 
Africa’s 'canned hunting' 
industry: 
http://on.msnbc.com/1hjp
aGh 
 
Dr Luke Hunter offers his 
insight into the ‘canned 
hunting’ industry as well 
as the conservation 
efforts to protect lions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The pace of rhino killing in South Africa is running well ahead of last year's record as 
recently reported by the Environmental Affairs Minister Ednah Molewa: 
 

 749 rhinos have been killed by poachers so far in 2015, five percent more than 

this time last year. 

 544 rhinos have been poached in Kruger National Park 

 That represents a 19 percent increase over 2014.    Last year's death toll from 

poaching in South Africa amounted to 1,215 rhinos. 

mailto:elma@mweb.co.za
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