PRESS RELEASE
The 7th session of the International Wildlife Ranching Symposium (IWRS) was held in Kimberley, South Africa, between 10 and 14 October 2011. For the third time since inception, the IWRS was hosted by the Republic of South Africa. This is not by chance: the world fraternity of wildlife ranchers is very much led by the South African wildlife ranching industry, including ranchers and associated private stakeholders, academic researchers, public agencies and of course the broad range of clients comprising wildlife viewing tourists, hunting tourists, venison consumers, buyers of live animal, etc. 

During four memorable days, Kimberley gathered approximately 200 delegates from 15 countries in Africa, America, Asia, Australasia and Europe.  A wide panorama of topics were presented and debated, including,  and among the most prominent ones, wildlife ranching throughout the world, legislation, land use issues, economics, tourism performances, people’s attitudes, conflicts between humans and wildlife, global health, meat quality, animal genetic integrity, relations with conservancies and National Parks and numerous research questions. 
Civil society clearly emerged as a major and growing player in nature conservation. Contrary to a common belief spread by media and urban dwellers, anyone using natural resources or owning land is responsible for nature conservation. Public agencies and National Parks no longer have a monopoly on wildlife conservation. The land area managed by the private sector and the local communities for nature-oriented activities has now become much larger than State land devoted to nature conservation.  Ecosystem services provided by private and communal stakeholders have expanded accordingly. Similarly, wildlife populations managed by private and communal operators are increasing in a number of countries. Private and communal land owners or users can greatly assist Governments in their efforts to conserve the natural heritage, especially in developing countries where human and financial resources are scarce and preferably used for other pressing priorities.

The wildlife ranching system that works in South Africa may not be adaptable to other situations, and especially because of land tenure and wildlife ownership regulation. While the concept of the wildlife-proof fence is evidence of the success story in South Africa, it cannot be the unique global symbol of wildlife ranching. A bundle of rights and custodianship may replace the fence and support other forms of wildlife ranching. There is much room for opportunities and innovation to develop wildlife enterprises and increase investment in wildlife-oriented activities. Widening the scope of wildlife ranching is expected to foster nature conservation, enhance ecosystem services and boost socio-economic development.
Interestingly, it is the first time that the IWRS was made possible by private initiative. It was planned / coordinated by Andrew Conroy (retired game farmer and the new chair of IWRS) and Glaudin Kruger (Kruger and Associates, conference planners), under the auspices of Wildlife Ranching South Africa, assisted by a scientific committee and members of the South African Wildlife Management Association, and generously funded  by the Northern Cape Department of Economic Development and Tourism.  Previous symposia were organised mostly by academic institutions (the first one by New Mexico State University, two by Canadian universities and one by an NGO (IGF Foundation Paris).  The two sessions in South Africa were organised by the then South African Game Organisation in collaboration with the Centre for Wildlife Management of the University of Pretoria.
The rendezvous for the next session of the IWRS (the eighth) in 2013 is expected to be Mexico.
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